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In his peace message this year Pope Benedict XVI warns that, “If you want peace 

to be achieved, look after the whole of creation”. This is because establishing peace 
and protecting the environment are activities inseparably connected to one another.  
The Church proclaims, in her profession of faith, that God, ‘created all things, visible 
and invisible’. “The world is not the result of any necessity, or of blind fate, or of 
chance. With wisdom and love God freely created all things.” (1) God created all 
things as good, and he made mankind the highest of all visible things. The order, 
unity and solidarity that God desired is to be found among all created beings. 
God made all things for mankind but people have the duty, in turn, to offer all things 
to God in a spirit of thanksgiving. 

Of recent years, in the wake of globalization, we have come to fear that the 
phenomena of climate change and global warming may be attributed to the 
development of harmful influence of human activity, there is clamoring about an 
environmental crisis, and there is a vogue for the pointed use of the word ‘green’. 
War itself is the greatest destroyer of the natural environment. If we reach a stage at 
which nuclear weapons are, once again, to be used it may mean the annihilation of 
mankind along with the earth’s environment. Japan, the only country in the world to 
have been a victim of atomic bombing, has a responsibility to appeal to the world, 
and especially to the leaders of its various countries, for the abolition of nuclear 
weapons and the realization of a world without wars. (2) “What mankind is hoping 
for is not to live in a world bound by weapons in which armed struggle continues but 
to he able to live in a world where anyone is able to live in a truly human way. (3) 

We must never allow ourselves to become unconcerned about the fact that so 
many people are placed in situations of misery and barbarity because the natural 
environment has been destroyed by conflict and war. Furthermore we have a 
responsibility to poorest people in the world and to future generations to avert the 
environmental crisis. Let us pray during this Mass for Peace today that through the 
equitable distribution of this world’s wealth, by choosing for ourselves a simple  
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life-style, by respecting God’s creation 
and by looking for the fullness of His  
redemption all mankind may be able to  
live in harmony. 
 
 
(１) Catechism of the Catholic Church: Compendium, 54 
(２) Archbishop Takami Mitsuaki of Nagasaki Diocese, carrying with him the statue of 

 ‘Our Lady, Victim of the Bomb’ went on a pilgrimage for Peace to Rome (to receive 
 the blessing of Pope Benedict XVI, to Spain (for a memorial service for the victims of 
 the bombing of Guernica) and to the Headquarters of the United Nations in New 
 York to appeal for elimination of Nuclear Weapons. (Conference for the reaffirmation 
 of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty(NPT)) 

(３) From “An appeal from the Bishops of the Bombed Cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki”, 
February 26, 2010 


