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Kyo.Prot.N.44/2020 

                                                                   April 17, 2020 

To the Faithful of the Diocese of Kyoto 

       Most Rev. Paul Otsuka Yoshinao, D.D. 

           Bishop of Kyoto 

 

New Coronavirus (COVID – 19) Infections 

Precautionary Measures for suspension of Masses etc. (Part 4) 

Correspondence after April 20 

 

After the Japanese’s government announcement of the "State of Emergency" on April 16, we inform you 

that in order to avoid the spread of COVID-19 infection, some precautionary measures has been made 

to take effect from April 20 (Monday).  

 

1. Dispensation of the faithful’s obligation to attend Sunday Mass  

For the time being starting April 20 (Monday), all the Catholic faithful of the Diocese of Kyoto will 

be dispensed from their obligation to attend the Sunday Mass. 

2. Extension of Mass’ suspension 

From April 20 (Mon) onwards, Masses, meetings, and catechisms in which unspecified majority 

participate will be suspended for the time being. The Mass celebration every Sunday can be watched 

on live streaming of the Archdiocese of Tokyo. https://tokyo.catholic.jp/ 

3. Funerals and Weddings 

The funerals can be conducted in a small group of up to 20 people and only after having consulted 

the priest in charge / person concerned about adequate infection control measures, and provided that 

(1) there are proper ventilation, (2) maintaining 2 meters apart, (3) singing or talking at short 

distances are not allowed in order to prevent infection through droplets. Only funerals will be held 

(no wake at night will be held). 

For the time being, the said celebration will be in the form of "Liturgy of the Word". 

The same procedures will also be done for weddings, a small group of 20 people or postponement if 

possible. 

4. The Opening of the Churches 

As a rule, the Diocese of Kyoto decided to refrain churches to be opened. The reason is that opening 

of the churches allows an unspecified number of people to come and go, and because of the risks of 

infection doorknobs, desks, and pews need to be disinfected many times a day.  

5. Future measures 

1. After the Japanese government assessed and lifted the "State of Emergency," we will inform you 

again if there are changes in the precautionary measures. 

2. The criteria for resumption of church’s activities are, that no infected person has been recorded for 

the past two weeks in the area (Prefecture or Municipality). In areas where the number of infected 

https://tokyo.catholic.jp/
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people has been continuously recorded, resumption of schedules of Masses (Para Liturgy or 

commonly known as Liturgy of the Word with Communion), catechisms, lectures etc. where 

an unspecified number of people gather is still not possible. 

 

The purpose of the Diocese of Kyoto to suspend the Masses and other activities in the parish is, "To 

protect all life", to protect everyone's life, and to avoid unconsciously becoming a carrier of the virus 

that could lead to risking other’s life. In order to stop the infected from spreading, offer your love to 

your neighbors by keeping them in your prayers.  

 

In this season of Easter, as a community of believers, we renew our faith in the resurrected Jesus. 

Whatever the situation maybe, we entrust it in the Lord Jesus, Who resurrected and always journey 

with us.  Let's pray together so that this pandemic maybe over the soonest time possible so that the 

world maybe at peace. 
 

 

以上。 

 

 

 

 

 

 


